CHIROPRACTIC RAYS OF LIGHT. 
“So Many Men, SowMany Minds and So Many Opinions.” 





Tt fs interesting and instructive to notice the yirlous opinions of 
medical writers, in regard to luxatlons of the vertebral column, and 
how near they were onto that which is now known as Chiropractic. Be- 
om are given extracts from standard anatomles und orthopedical 

ks, 

A Chiropractic luxation Is where the articular surfaces of any of 
the 51 spinal joints have been partially displaced, and not usually ac- 
companied with fracture. The replacing of these gubJuxated vertebrae 
are readily accomplished by a Chiropractor. When we refer to Chiro 
practic luxations of the spinal column, we speak of those whieh have 
been only partially displaced In the articular processes, 

Medical Writers and Thelr Many Opinions. 
Medical writers usually refer ty complete luxations of the vertebrae 
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—they know of no other. Such rarely occur without fracture, and 
instant death the result, In this we fully agree. 
Samuel Cooper. 

Samuel Cooper says, “Every kind of Joint is sot equally Mable to 
dislocation. Experience proves, Indeed, that, In the greater part of 
the vertebral column, luxations are absolutely impossible, the 
pleces of bone being articulated by extensive, numerous sur- 
faces, varying In their form and direction, and so tled together by 
many> powerful, elastic means, that very litte motion is allowed. Ex- 
perience proves, also, that the strength of the articulations of@ the 
pelvic bones can scarcely be affected by enormous efforts, unless these 
bones be simultaneously fractured, 

“The large surfaces, with which these bones support each other; the 
number and thickness of thelr IHgamente; the strength of their 
muscles; the Mttle degree of anotion which each vertebra naturally 
has; and the vertleaf direction of the articul processes; make dis- 
locations of the dorsal and lumbar vertebrae impossible, unlesa there 
be also a fracture of the above mentioned process, Of these cases I 
shall merely remark, that they can only result from immense violence, 
that the symptoms would be an Irreguiarity in the disposition of the 
spinous processes, retention or continence of the urine or faeces, par- 
alysis, or other injury, to which the spinal marrow would be subjected. 
Similar symptoms may also arise, when the spinal marrow has merely 
undegone a violent concussion, without any fracture or dislocation what- 
ever; and {t Js certain, that most of the cases mentioned by authors 
as dislocations of the lumbar and dorsal vertebrae, have only been 
concussions of the spinal marrow, or fracture of such bones, 

“The o8 occipitis, and firat cervical vertebra is so firmly con- 
nected by Hgaments, that there is no instance of their being luxated 
from an external cause, and, were the accident te happen, it would im- 
mediately prove fatal by the unavoidable compression and injury of 
the spinal marrow,” 

Delpech, 

Delpech asserts, without qualification, that a careful examination 
of the form and situation of the bones of the spine must convince the 
observer that such accidents ef aboard vertebrae can not occur. 

. L. Petit. 

J. L. Petit Cells of a child being instantly killed by being Hfted by 
the head. 

C. Bell. 


C. Bell, after relating a case, remarks, Patients can hardly be ex- 
pected to survive a mischief of this kind, when the transverse lga- 
ment is broken, and the process dentatus !s thrown directly backward 
against the medulla oblongata, the effect must be Instant death.” 

Dupuytren, 

Dupuytren expresses a caution In regard to spinal dislocations in 
the following language, "The REDUCTION OF THESE DISLOCA- 
TIONS IS VERY DANGEROUS, and we bave often known an tn- 
dividual to perish from the compression or elongation of the spinal 
cord which always attends these attempts.” 

Howe. 

Howe volees the same warning when he says, “Death has occurred 

from attempts to effect reduction in cases of vertebral luxations.” 
A. Cooper. 

A Cooper says, “In the spine, the motion between any two bones 

ls so small, that dislocation hardly ever occurs, except be 
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tween the first and second veri: trae, although the bones are often dis 
placed by fracture.” 
Kirkland. 

Kirkland observes, “There are some luxations, which are far worse 
injuries than fractures: of this description, are dislocations of the 
vertebrae, cases which, indeer, can hardly happen without fracture, 
and are almost always fatal.” 

Stimpson, 

Stimpson refers to, “The possibility of the occurrence of PURE 
DISLOCATION of the lumbar vertebrae, which has been long in doubt 
hecause of the close interlocking of the processes and the strength of 
the ligaments, is proved by two cases collected by Blasius and 
also by two others, In which there was present associated, but unim- 
portant, fracture of some of the processes.” 

This same author, speaking of dislocation of the atlas from the 
axis, aays, “Dislocation forward or backward Is powsible only after 
fracture of the odontoid process or rupture of the transverse Hga- 
ment, or by the slipping of the process beneath the ligament.” 

McClellan, 

McClellan, in his Regional Anatomy, Vol. 2, gives his opinion of 
vertebral dislocations In the folowing language: “Dislocation of the 
spinal column Is especially grave, A simple dislocation of any of the 
vertebrae can happen only inthe cervical region as the construction 
of the dorsal and lumbar vertebrac iy such that a dislocation neces. 
sarily involves a fracture of some part of the bone.” 

Gerrish, 

Gerrish sums up this question by saying, “Simple dislocation be- 
tween two vetebrae 1s, thurefore, almost impossible, unless 
perhaps In the cervical region, where the surfaces of the articular 
processes are more nearly hortzontal,” 


Lawrence, 
Mr. Lawrence says, “The possibility of the occurrence of complete 


dislocations of the vertebrae without fracture, has Jong been a dis- 
puted point among many of the first surgical writers,” 
Gray. 

Gray asserts, under the head of surgical anatomy, “The ligaments 
which unite the component parts of the vertebrae together are so 
strong, and these bones are so [nterlocked by the arrangement of thelr 
articulating processes, that dislocation is very uncommon anid 
indeed, unless accompanied by fracture, rarely occurs, except In the 
upper part of the neck. Dislocation of the occiput from the atlas has 
only been recorded In one or tw0 cases; but dislocation of the atlas 
from the axis, with rupture of the transverse Hgament, Is much more 
common; It {s the mode in which death ts produced In many cases of 
execution by hariging. In the lower part of the neck—that {s, below 
the third cervical vertebra—diplvcation unattended by fracture oc- 
casionally takes place.” 

Erichsen, 


Erichsen says in hin first editivn, “On looking at the arrangement 
of the artleular surfaces of the vertebrae, the very Hmited motion of 
which they are susceptible, and the way In which they are closely knit 
together by strong Ngaments and short powerful muscles, It Is obvious 
that dislocation of these bones must be exceedingly rare. So seldom, 
indeed, do they occur, that their «tlitence hag been dented by many 
surgeons, Yet there are a sufflelent number of instances on record to 
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prove incontestably that these accidents may happen. Those cases 
that have been met with have usually been associated with partial 
fracture, but this complication Is not necessary, In all, the displace- 
ment was Incomplete, and, indeed, a complete dislocation cannot occur. 

“Dislocation of the atlas from the occipital bone has been de- 
seribed In two instances only. > 

“Dislocation of the axis from the atlas is of more frequent oc- 
currence, It may happen with or without a fracture of the odontold 
process. 

“In the dorsal region dislocation of the spine, though 
excessively rare, may occur, The Inst dorsal vertebrae has been sev- 
éral times found dislocated from the first lumbar, 

“Dislocation of any one of the five lower cervical 
vertebrae may occur. The third vertebra is that which ts leas 
frequently dislocated; the Mfth that which Is more commonly dis- 
placed. Treatment of these injuries fa sufficiently simple. No at- 
tempt at reduction can of course be made.” 

My experience of ten years as a Chiropractor, differs materially 
from that of Dr, Erichsen. T have found the third vertebra to be the 
most frequently dipslaced of eny cervical, The atlas and fourth will 
come second In frequency. The seventh ts rarely dislocated, owing to 
its being braced by the clavicle and the first pair of ribs, If Dr. 
Erichsen could see the ability displayed by a Chiropractor In replacing 
displaced cervical vertebrae: hear them return to thelr proper position 
with an audible crack, he would no longer say, “No attempt at reduc- 
ion can of course be made.” 

Walton. 


Walton asserts, In a late New York Medical Journal, that “Cervical 
“dislocation occurs more frequently than Is generally supposed, and 
that the results of the Injury are nearly always susceptible of speedy, 
safe, and complete amelioration. 


“Three methods of treatment have been proposed: (1) Reduction 
by traction, with or without abduction and rotation. (2) Reduction by 
abduction and rotation, but without traction, (3) Reduction by dor- 
#o-lateral flexion combined, If neceskary with slight rotation. This last 
method, In the author's opinion, Is the best. The employment of trac- 
ton fs a futile measure. Not infrequently reduction takes place spon- 
taneously, during sleep, at other times it occurs accidentally during 
the relaxation produced by an anaesthetic. In seven cases observed 
by the author reduction took place as follows: two reductions occurred 
a sleep; three during etherization, and two were effected by opera- 
tion,” 

Cervical dislocation—partia) displacement—ig much more common 
than Is supposed by medical men. The replacing of which is safely and 
quickly done by the hands of & Chiropractor. 

Dastead of using a machine to stretch the spine, moving the vertebra 
from or around its axis, we adjust by band, using the spinow 
processes as levers. 





Howe. 

Howe gives an (nteresting case which we think worth quoting: “In 
1856 1 was summoned to an Irishman who bad fallen from a chamber 
window to the ground. head foremost. I found the patient with his 
head twlated to one side and rigidly held in that position. He uttered 
cries of distress, and called lustily for rellef; ‘a stitch In my neck, 
doteher, u stitch In my neck.” 1 took hold of his ears and endeavored 
to pull and twist bis head Inte its natural position, but was unable to 
accomplish my object. By pressing my fingers Into the soft structures 
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of the neck, I could feel & juny displacement to exist between the 
third and fourth vertebrae, though | was unable to discover the exact 
nature or extent of the luxation, Perhaps another vertebra was Impll- 
cated in the displacement. By belp of assistants, who laid hold of the 
patient’s head and feet, we made poweful extension and counter-exten- 
sion, togther with some twisting motion, reduction, which was at- 
tended with an audible snap, was accomplished. The patient then 
moved bis head and neck with case and complained no more of sharp 
pain. He suffered from grea! soreness In the neck for a week or 
more, yet recovered without physical defect or lasting funetional tm- 
pairment. | am quite sure no process of bone was broken; and that 
the injury was a simple juxation, vccurring between (Wo or more of the 
cervical vertebrae.” 
Erichsen. 

Dr. Erichsen declares, “Dislocation of the articular processes of the 
cervical vertebrae occasionally occur. In these cases the patient, after 
a sudden movement, or a fall on the head, feels much pain and atlffness 
in the neck, the head belng fixed (movably, and turned to the opposite 
side to that on which the displacement has occurred. In these cases L 
have known reduction effected hy the surgeon placing his knees against 
the patient's sboulders, drawing on the head, and then turaing In Into 
position, the return being affected with a distinct snap.” 

If the victim of the following mishap should read the above two 
cases he would feel Uke directing the Old School to the new method, The 
following te copled from The Davenport Republican of Jan, 1, 1905: 

“Frank Runge, who lives at 1) Weet Sixteenth street, has enjoyed 
the unique distinction of having his neck dislocated and then fixed up 
again. One morning he did not arise from alg slombers as soon as 
his sister and aunt thought he vught to. So they went to hia room, 
and each taking hold of a foot tried to pull him out of bed. He play- 
fully resisted, and In the melee that followed, he managed to displace 
five bones in his neck The bones being the atlas, axis, third, fourth 
and fifth cervicals. The accident was a painful one. Runge's head 
was so turned that bis face looked! over his shoulder, 

“The young man was carried Irom his room to a buggy, and driven 
to the office of Dr. Palmer, who realized the trouble at once, After 
three adjustments he had the weck in as good working order as ever, 
The cure was as remarka ae the accident was pecullar. Runge 
feels all right, bat has no desire to go through with the ordeal again 
Next time Me sister and aunt try to pull him out of bed, they can pull 
all they want to; he will not resist.” 

The above reduction was mode with the hands, using the spinous 
processes as handles. Thins unique method was discovered and 
veloped by D. D, Palmer, who named it Chiropractic, 

The New York Journel of Medicine. 

The New York Journal of Medicine for 1852, contains an account 
of dislocation of the dorsal vertebrac: “The injury was 
produced by the fall of a door, the man belng under it In a stooping 
posture. The lower extremities were Immediately paralyzed, At the 
seat of the injury, which was at (he junction of the lumbar and dorsal 
vertebrae, there was a marked aypcarance of displacement of the parts, 
which seemed to arise from @ fracture and dislocation or 
a sliding of the body of one vertebra over another. 
The surgeon placed the pativa! on his front. and fastened & 
folded sheet under his arms and another above his hips: chloroform 
having been administered, extending and counterextending forces 
were applied by means of the shoots, and the displaced vertebrae were 
reduced, In ak or eight weeks the patient recovered the use of his 
Mmbs, and normal evacuations ‘ok place. Ultimately, the recovery 
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was complete, though a prominence remained at the seat of injury.” 

There are two features In the above case, to which I desire to 
draw special attention, The marked displacement that was visible In 
the vertebral spines, which the surgeons did not replace, as shown by 
the Jast Hne. Also, in using the folded sheets, in the sume manner, so 
freely paraded and deseribed by Dr. Langworthy, as the Frank 
Dyorsky method, is not new, nor confined to Bohemians. It ts here 
classed ag orthopedic surgery. a 

‘ott. 

Pott slates a case, where no violence had been committed, or re- 
ceived; his first intimation was a sense of weakness In bis back- 
bone, accompanied with what he deseribed as a dull kind of pain, at- 
tended with such a lassitude as rendéred a small degree of exercise 
fatigueing; this was followed by an unusual sense of coldness In the 
thighs, not accountable for fram the change of weathtr, and a palpable 
diminution of their senstbillty, After a short time, his limbs were fre- 
quently conytlsed by Involuntary twitchings, particularly troublesome 
in the night; and soon after this, he not only became Incapable of 
walking, but his power elther of retaining or discharging his urine 
and faeces was considerably Impalred. 

He continues to say, “In the adult I’ will not assert, that ex- 
ternal mischief is always and totally out of the question; but I 
will yenture to affirm, what is equal, as far as regards the true 
nature of the ease which is, that altho accidents and violence may 
in some few instance, be allowed to have contributed to its 
more Immediate appearance, yet the part in which it shows Itself, 
must have been previously in a morbid state, and thereby predisposed 
for the production of It. | do not by this mean to say that a violent 
exertion cannot hifure the spine, or product a paralytic com- 
plaint: that would be to say more than 1 know; but 
T will venture to assert that no degree of Violence whatever In capable 
of producing such an appearance ox I am now speaking of, unless the 
bodles of the vertebrae were by previous distemper disposed to give 
way; and that there was no supposable dislocation, caused by 
mere violence done to the bones of the back, which bones were, before 
the receipt of the injury, in a sound state." 

Dr, Ayers. 

Dr. Ayers, reports in the New York Journal of, Medi- 
cine,a case of dislocation occurring between the cervical vertebrae 
from some unknown cause, os the man was drunk at the time 
he received the Injury. The neck was rigid and exhibited a peculiar 
deformity which could not attend any lesion except luxation of one or 
more of the cervical vertebrac. There was no paralysis; but Intense 
pain attended the displacement, Great difficulty was experienced iu 
attempts to drink or swallow food. ‘The esophagus and larynx seemed 
to be pressed upon by the bulging forward of several of the cervical 
vertebrae. The Mack of the neck was rendered excessively concaye 
and the integument was thrown Into folds as it is when the head Is 
forced back against the shoulders; the front of the neck presented a 
corresponding convexity, Between the spinous processes of the fifth and 
sixth cervical vertebrae, a marked depression could be felt, and this 
was the point at which the greatest distress was felt by the patient, 
Dr, Ayers, with several surgical assistants who concurred with him in 
the diagnosis, performed u successful feduction while the patient was 
under the Influence of chloroform. Extension was applied to the head 
and counter-extension to the shoulders, and while the head was rotated 
and pressure made upon prominent points In- the neck, the displaced 
bones returned to their former position, und the head and neck re- 
stimed thelr natural attitude and aspect. 
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ta time these surgeons had replacing vertebrae? Chiroprac- 
tors _ne' give chloroform. fir, Ayers would hardly equal the dis- 
coyerer of Chiropractic who otien adjusts at the rate of one person 
a minute. 
That “marked depression” was a separation of the spinous 
ee ee a lordosis corve, pinching nerves In the foramina. 


Samuel Cooper. 

Samuel Cooper remarks, “| belleve no modern practitioner now 
ever advises supporting the spine with machinery, on the supposition 
of there being any dislocation; an error, which formerly prevailed, 

“The cervical vertebrae, howrver, not having such extensive artion- 
Jar surfaces, and having more motion, are occasionally tuxated. 
The dislocation of the head from the first vertebra, and the 
first vertebra from the second, particularly the lust aceldent, is the 
most common; but luxations of the cervical vertebrac lower down, 
though very rare, are possible.” 

Beck. 

Beck evidently recognized displacements of vertebrac for he says, 
“The most important sign is the traumatic kyphosis, produced by a 
displacement of the spinous process, whereby a prominence is caused. 
Sometimes more than one vertebra is concerned.” 

Dungliaon. 

Donglison'’s Dictionary allows Chiropractic “sunbeams to shine 
on page 1039, under two heads. “Spinal frritation, a supposed erethistie 
state of the spinal cord, indicated by tenderness on pressure over the 
spinous process of one or more vertebra, or over the nerves proceed- 
ing from the cord and distrilwited to the parts at the sides of the 
spine.” “Spinal localization, the designation of a particular part of 
the spinal cord og the center of certain physlological functions or of 
muscular movements or reflexes.” 

Brodie. 

Mr. Brod{e's opinion, deduce! from dissection, “In many inatances, 
caries of the spinc-has its origin in the bodles of the vertebrae them- 
selves, which are Hable to the same disease of the cancellua structure, 
which Is noticed In the articvloting extremities of otber bones. In 
some cases, rest In a horizontal posture, below ground, L belleve, must 
soon be the patient’s doom.” 

Moore, 

Moore, speaking of torticollls, says, “Many cases have thelr origin 
at birth: the muscles may be torn, bones may be broken or distorted, 
nerves may be injured.” 

Boyer. - 

Royer says, “MAN¥ EXAMPLES HAVE HAPPENED, In which one 
of the Inferior oblique, or articular processes of a cervical vertebra 
has been dislocated, so as to couse a permanent Inclination of the 
neck townrds the alde oppoalte to that of the displacement.” 

Howe. 

Howe makes mention of a <imilar case, caused by corvical disloca- 
tion, and describes {t thus; “Some years ago, I was called to a Indy 
who had her bead drawn forward. The contraction had wrenched 
at least three of the cervical vertebrae from their articulations, and 
greatly distorted two others.” 

‘We bave observed many pe) so1# with n stiff neck, drawn to ont 
aide, upon arising tn the morning, which they attribute to a draft, or 
lying In a crooked position. These conditions belng acute, and thelr 
cause slightly luxated articulate yrocesses, usually right themselves. 
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A Passing Thought. 


A True Incident, > . 
She was a Christian scientist 
Of fast increasing fame, 
And to her stately door one morn 
A suffering “subject” came, 


Gloved, cloaked and bonneted she stood, 
While forth he freely poured 

The doleful tale of all his ails, 
And begged to be restored, 


“Ah! sir,” she sald, “I am leaving town, 
Cannot a moment walt; 

While on another now must I 
My whole mind concentrate. 


“But, since it is too bad that you 
Should come so far for naught, 
As on I go I'll try to give 
Your case a passing thought.” 


She went. He did the same, and soon 
Forgot the visit brief, 

Since from his multitudes of Ills 
He found no sweet relief. 


But ere a week had passed there came, 
One morn, a missive neat, 

“Oh! this,” he sald, “I know, is from 
Some maiden fair and sweet.” 


The paper fine and tinted was, 
And rare its perfume, too; * 

But “Find my bill Inclosed,” it sald, 
“For treatment given you.’ 






He read the name, and then recalled 
The graceful “Scientist.” 

“Oh, well,” he thought, “that trifling sum 
By me will scarce be missed.” 


Then from the envelope he drew 
The dainty little bill, 

But stared to see the price affixed 
To one wise woman's skill. 


“Five dollars for a ‘passing thought!'" 
He groaned {on deep " 

“Had her whole mind ed on me 
Bankrupt I must have been,” 


But still this graceful “sclentist” 
Goes on her winning way. 
Beware lest she bestow on you 
A “passing thought" some day. 
—Clara J, Denton, in “Christian Advocate.” 
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